
 

 

 

Decisions taken at the meeting of the Cabinet of Ministers held on 22.12.2025 

 

01. Establishment of Consultancy Boards for strengthening and promoting local production 

industries. 

 

20 Consultancy Boards have been established by now covering the production industries field with the 

objective of minimizing the policy issues in industries and entrepreneurship development. It has been 

recognized the requirement of establishing consultancy committees for another 07 special industry 

sectors that is not covered by the aforementioned consultancy committees. Accordingly, the Cabinet of 

Ministers granted approval to the proposal furnished by the Minister of Industries and Entrepreneurship 

Development to establish Consultancy Committees for the following industry sectors comprised of not 

more than 25 members representing experts in the state institutions, commercial boards / assemblies, 

institutions (Universities and Research Institutions) and experts in the respective industries sector. 

 

• Indigenous medicine and traditional / hereditary medical sector 

• Confectionaries related production industries sector 

• Traditional handicraft industries sector 

• Chicken related industries sector 

• Ornamental fish and sea weed related industries sector  

• Creative craft related industries sector 

• Event management sector 

 

 

02. Minimizing the use of polythene and plastic within the Sri Paada high sensitive eco system. 

Sri Paada pilgrimage season exists for 06 months every year started from the month of December and a 

huge quantity of decaying and non – decaying waste disposed by the pilgrims and other individuals who 

visit during that period is collected in the area. Sri Paada eco system is a high sensitive zone covered by 

the Flora and Fauna Protection Ordinance and, the waste management in the zone has become a timely 

requirement. Therefore, the Cabinet of Ministers decided to grant their concurrence to the resolution 

furnished by the Minister of Environment stating that the Ministry of Environment would take the 

following actions with effect from the year 2025 for minimizing the usage of polythene and plastics in 

the said area during the Sri Paada pilgrimage season. 

• Banning the sale or carrying wrappers (lunch sheets etc.), containers (shopping bags) made of 

polyethylene with higher density, sachet packets, expanded polystyrene products which are one 

time– used food containers, one time– used soft drink strews, mixers, one time– used cups and 

plates and cups, spoons and forks and knifes by pilgrims within this area. 

• Banning the carrying of less than one litre one time – used plastic water bottles and soft drinks 

bottles 



• Banning disposal of any polythene covers or food, pharmaceutical drugs or other goods within 

the highly sensitive environmental zone. 

 

• Entrusting the respective owners of the sales outlets with the responsibility of the management 

of waste generated from the post sale of food or any other sales goods with plastic covers 

marketed by the business venues within the environmentally high sensitive zone. 

• Banning pollution of water fountains and water ways and disposal of polythene and plastic waste 

to them. 

• Entrusting the responsibility of disposal of polythene and plastic waste collected from 

construction and maintaining of sale stalls away from Sri Paada high sensitive zone to the 

business stalls owners by transporting them away from there and handing over them to the 

relevant urban council or Pradeshiya Sabha for final disposal  

 

03. Implementation of ‘Suraksha’ Student Insurance Programme in the year 2025 / 26 

The Ministry of Education, Higher Education and Vocational Education has entered into agreements 

with Sri Lanka Insurance Corporation General Limited to execute the Suraksha Student Insurance 

programme which is implemented with the objective of facilitating to maintain student education 

activities of students who experience disturbances to education due to numerous health issues without 

any interruption. From this, approximately 40 lacks of students educated in government schools, 

government approved private schools, Pirivena and assisted special schools are covered under health 

insurance, accident coverage, and life insurance categories. Considering the issues recognized when 

implementing this programme, the Cabinet of Ministers granted approval to the particulars furnished by 

the Hon. Prime Minister in her capacity in the post of the Minister of Education, Higher Education and 

Vocational Education that the ‘Suraksha’ Student Insurance Programme for the year 2025 / 2026 will 

be implemented including the following amendments and thereby actions will be taken to issue relevant 

circular instructions. 

• Implementation of ‘Suraksha’ Student Insurance Programme until 31.08.2026 in relation to the 

year 2025 / 2026 

• Amendment of the annual income of low income category considered at granting parent death 

benefit from rupees 180,000/- to rupees 240,000/- 

• Granting benefit up to rupees 75,000/- for the Scoliosis Brace which is used for correcting 

distortion of the spinal code and Cochlea Equipment. 

• Granting benefits up to rupees Rs. 20,000/- for students those who are taking medicine for longer 

periods for ailments in the category of critical illness category and another 07 identified ailments. 

• Adding 05 more ailments as Pneumothorax, Encephalitis, Thalassemia, Hereditary 

Spherocytosis and Sickle Cell Anemia which are in the critical ailment category. 

• From 01.09.2025, providing opportunity to handover the claim applications for obtaining 

benefits to any regional office of Sri Lanka Insurance General Limited. 

 

 

 



04. Completion of remaining construction work of the project to construct multi – national and tri – 

lingual national school in the district of Polonnaruwa. 

Approval of the Cabinet of Ministers has been granted at their meeting held on 09.09.2015 for 

construction of a new construct multi – national and tri – lingual national school in the district of 

Polonnaruwa. Under this, two (02) building complexes have been planned for constructions as Block 01 

and Block 02. While Block 01 was to be constructed as a grant from the Indian government with the 

monitoring of the Indian High Commissioner’s office, Block 02 building complex had been executed 

with the Sri Lankan Government grants under the monitoring of the then Ministry of Education. In the 

midst of the economic crisis experienced within the country, the relevant contract had been winded up 

by suspending the construction of Block 02 building complex. The relevant subject area has been revised 

with the guidance of the Indian High Commissioner’s Office and after completing the ground floor 

construction work of Block 01 building complex, the construction work of the upper floor had been 

done, and handed over the said building complex to the Sri Lankan government on 31.10.2025. In order 

to complete further work of the Block 01 building complex, the consultant engineering institution of the 

project, the Central Engineering Consultancy Bureau has submitted an estimation of rupees 199.13 

million. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers granted approval to the resolution furnished by the Hon. 

Prime Minister in her office as the Minister of Education, Higher Education and Vocational Education 

to take necessary actions to complete the construction work of the said building complex based on the 

above estimation. 

 

05. Procurement for supplying empty L P G cylinders without valves for Litro Gas Lanka Limited. 

International competitive bids have been called from registered suppliers of Sri Lanka Standards 

institution to procure 04 types of L P G cylinders without valves for the period 2025 – 2027 by Litro 

Gas Lanka Limited. Six (06) bids have been submitted in this connection. After evaluating those bids, 

the Cabinet of Ministers granted approval to the resolution furnished by the Hon. President in his 

capacity as the Minister of Finance, Policy Planning and Economic Development to award the 

procurement of 120,000 2.3 kg cylinders, 185,000 5 kg cylinders, 450,000 12.5 kg cylinders and 7,000 

37.5 kg cylinders required by the Litro Gas Lanka Limited to M/s. Sahamitr Metal Pressure Containers 

Public Co. Ltd who is the lowest substantially responsive bidder based on the recommendation of the 

higher standing procurement committee. 

 

06. Awarding the planning, and construction of the remaining work of the housing project with 115 

housing units in Torrington Mawatha, Colombo 07. 

 

Approval of the Cabinet of Ministers was granted at their meeting held on 30.12.2024 to execute the 

procurement process of selecting a prospective contractor of planning and constructing the remaining 

work of the housing project with 115 housing units of Torrington Mawatha, Colombo 07. Accordingly, 

05 bids have been received followed by calling bids by the Urban Development Authority. After 

evaluation of the said bids, based on the recommendations submitted by the higher level standing 

procurement committee the Cabinet of Ministers granted approval to the proposal submitted by the 

Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban Development to award the contract of planning, and 

construction of the remaining work of the housing project with 115 housing units in Torrington 

Mawatha, Colombo 07 to Sathuta Builders (Pvt.) Ltd. 



 

07. Call for Investment Proposals for the Disposal of a Portion of Land on a 99-Year Lease Basis at 

Chatham Street, Colombo Fort. 

 

Although steps have been taken to invite investment proposals in 2024 for the implementation of a 

mixed development project on a 99-year lease basis on a 02 rood and 14.7- perch portion of land owned 

by the Urban Development Authority at Chatham Street, Fort Colombo, no investor has come forward 

for the project. Therefore, the Urban Development Authority has planned to invite development 

proposals from private sector investors for the said land portion with the aim of contributing to the 

economic development of the country through optimal use. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers 

approved the proposal submitted by the Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban Development to 

invite investment proposals in line with the government procurement guidelines so that the said land 

portion can be provided on a lease basis for a period of 99 years for the implementation of a mixed 

development project, based on the valuation of the Chief Valuer of the Government. 

 

08.  Planning and awarding of the contract for the remaining works of the 615 housing units project 

on Colombage Mawatha, Kirulapone 

The Cabinet of Ministers has approved on 30.12.2024 to follow the relevant procurement process to 

select a contractor for the design and construction of the remaining works of the project consisting of 

615 housing units on Colombage Mawatha, Kirulapone, which had been stalled. Accordingly, the Urban 

Development Authority has invited bids and 4 bids have been received. The Cabinet approved the 

proposal made by the Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban Development to award the relevant 

contract to Access Engineering PLC based on the recommendations submitted by the High Level 

Standing Procurement Committee regarding these bids. 

 

09.  Providing tax concessions for the import of Milk fish, which is used as bait for the Longline fishing 

gear. 

In the deep sea, owners of multi-day fishing vessels use the long line Fishing gear to catch tuna species. 

For this purpose, small fish such as Milk fish, Ribbon fish, flying fish, and Cuttlefish are used as bait. 

The fish caught using the Longline fishing gear are of high quality and are considered a sustainable way 

of utilizing fishery resources, commanding high prices in the international market. About 2,200 multi-

day fishing vessels in the country use the Longline fishing gear. They require about 8,000 metric tons 

of bait fish annually. However, the local supply capacity is only 4,000 metric tons. Therefore, it is 

planned to produce Milk fish   locally for bait in the future with the support of the private sector. 

However, the Cabinet of Ministers has taken into consideration the proposal made by the Minister of 

Fisheries, Aquatic and Marine Resources to provide tariff relief on the import of Milk fish until such 

time as the local production can be utilized. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers decided to introduce 

a new Harmonized System code for the import of Milk fish and import Milk fish through registered 

fishing societies, and to introduce a special trade tax of Rs. 180/- per kilogram of imported Wekkaya 

fish instead of the currently implemented tariff system, and to provide a tax concession of Rs. 130 /- 

from that tax to fishing societies importing Wekkaya fish. 



10.  Procurement of vaccines for Sri Lanka’s National Immunization Programme through the 

UNICEF Global Supply Division for the period 2026–2030 

Sri Lanka's National Immunization Program is working to ensure access to high-quality vaccines at 

affordable prices, in line with the World Health Organization's immunization schedule. Under that 

program, approximately 1.5 million children and 300,000 pregnant mothers are vaccinated annually to 

prevent 11 diseases. The Global Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization has been providing support 

for the procurement of these vaccines since 2000. The alliance has also provided financial support to 

procure vaccines through UNICEF's Global Procurement Division through a integrated procurement 

mechanism from 2023 to 2025. Unlike a single country procurement process, UNICEF's Global 

Procurement Division provides access to WHO-recommended and pre-qualified vaccines at lower 

prices, ensuring greater security of supply. This will also enable the continuity of vaccine supply, timely 

distribution of vaccines, and effective procurement practices. As such, the proposal made by the Minister 

of Health and Mass Media to procure vaccines for the National Immunization Program of Sri Lanka for 

the period 2026-2030 through UNICEF Global Supply Chain was approved by the Cabinet of Minsiters 

 

11.  Completion of construction works of buildings in health service institutions that are currently 

suspended 

As per the recommendations of the Re- strategizing and Acceleration of Mega Projects Committee 

(RAMP)due to the Covid-19 pandemic and the subsequent economic crisis, steps have been taken to 

suspend a number of construction projects being carried out in healthcare institutions. Considering the 

existing healthcare infrastructure and the increasing demand for healthcare services, the need to 

complete those projects that are in various stages of construction has now been identified. Accordingly, 

the Cabinet of Ministers approved the proposal presented by the Minister of Health and Mass Media to 

revise the total cost estimates and timelines of the following 8 health infrastructure projects, the work of 

which has not yet been completed, and to resume their construction activities. 

  

Project Revised Total Cost Estimate 

(Rs.Mn) 

Project Completion Date 

Accident and Emergency 

Treatment Unit at the Base 

Hospital Kegalle 

2,095.58 31.12.2029 

Construction of the medical 

ward complex at the Chilaw 

District General Hospital 

1,266.38 31.12.2028 

Accident and Emergency 

Treatment Unit at the Chilaw 

District General Hospital 

4,057.96 31.12.2030 

Construction of Cardiology 

Treatment Building at 

Ratnapura Teaching Hospital 

3,543.77 31.12.2028 

Construction of New Clinic 

Building at Ragama 

Rehabilitation Hospital 

678.83 31.12.2028 



Construction of the Primary 

Care Unit and Paramedical 

Services Building at 

Millennium Ward of the 

Colombo South Teaching 

Hospital Kalubowila 

1,245.50 Project completed by 

2024.10.30 

Construction of a 10-storey 

surgical ward complex at 

Karapitiya Teaching Hospital 

2,070.12 31.12.2028 

Construction of a building 

complex for the Stroke 

Treatment Unit at Polonnaruwa 

District General Hospital   

1,265.30 31.12.2028 

 

12.  Implementation of the Loan Scheme, “Sustainable Agriculture Program” 

With the objective of enhancing the living conditions of the agricultural community and increasing the 

contribution of the agricultural sector to the GDP, ‘Smallholder Agribusiness Partnerships Programme’ 

is being implemented with the financial contribution form the government and the International Fund 

for Agricultural Development. The Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock, Lands and Irrigation is 

implementing the program in collaboration with the Regional Development Department of the Central 

Bank of Sri Lanka. All recoveries from loans provided under the program shall be directed to a revolving 

fund titled the "Sustainable Agricultural Fund”, which shall be utilized exclusively for the provision of 

agricultural loans. Using the said fund, it is proposed to implement an agricultural loan scheme titled 

the “Sustainable Agriculture Programme” for individuals and institutions engaged in agriculture and 

related activities. It is expected that an amount of Rs. 800 million from the funds available in the 

Sustainable Agriculture Fund will be allocated for the implementation of the Sustainable Agriculture 

Program in the year 2026. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers approved the proposal made by the 

President in his capacity as the Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic Development   to implement 

the "Sustainable Agriculture Program" loan scheme through the Participatory Finance Institution as an 

annual program from the year 2026.  

 

In the event of any inconsistency between the English translations of this document, the Sinhala 

text shall prevail. 

 


