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Cabinet Decisions taken at the Cabinet Meeting held on 02.02.2026

Memorandum of Understanding on Establishment of Political Consultation Mechanism between
Sri Lanka and Finland

The official diplomatic relationship between Sri Lanka and Finland commenced in the year 1954, and the
72nd anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relationships between both parties will be
commemorated this year. During this period, the relationship between both countries, which is
strengthened by the political, economic, social, cultural, educational, and people-to-people contacts, has
developed into an active partnership. It has been proposed to sign a Memorandum of Understanding
between both countries, with the objective of promoting and strengthening relationships in the political,
economic, educational, environmental, consular, and cultural sectors, as well as sharing ideas on mutually
interested regional and multilateral matters. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the
resolution presented by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment, and Tourism to sign a
Memorandum of Understanding between Sri Lanka and Finland on the establishment of a Political
Consultation Mechanism.

Renewable Energy Resources Development Plan 2025- 2030

In terms of the National Policy on Renewable Energy, it is essential to prepare a Renewable Energy
Resources Development Plan for the fulfillment of 70% of the national electricity demand from renewable
energy resources by the year 2030 and the achievement of carbon neutrality by the year 2050. The Sri
Lanka Sustainable Energy Authority Act No. 35 of 2007 mandates the preparation of the aforementioned
plan as well. Accordingly, subsequent to submitting the Renewable Energy Resources Development Plan
2025-2030 to the Cabinet of Ministers, the Cabinet of Ministers approved the resolution presented by the
Minister of Energy for the Renewable Energy Resources Development Plan 2025-2030, which has been
prepared by covering the three main sectors, holding discussions with all relevant parties by the Sri Lanka
Sustainable Energy Authority, identifying suitable lands and giving priority to them, and setting a
timeframe for the development of the Renewable Energy Map and Renewable Energy Gardens, including
Floating Solar Panel projects as well.
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Obtaining the Technical Assistance of the Mahaweli Consultation Bureau for implementation of
the Rural Community Water Supply Project.

The Department of National Community Water Supply, which commenced in the year 2014, has initiated
367 new community water projects under the project ‘Community Water Abhimani (Community Water
Pride)' in the years 2019/2020 and 2021, with the primary objective of ensuring the sustainability of the
various community water supply projects implemented in Sri Lanka. Out of these projects, 175 projects
that could not be completed due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the economic crisis still need to be
implemented and finished. However, it has been identified that the Department of National Community
Water Supply does not have sufficient technical staff to implement the aforementioned projects.
Therefore, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the resolution presented by the Minister of Housing,
Construction, and Water Supply to obtain technical services, such as performing the necessary feasibility
studies / investigations, preparing the primary and detailed engineering plans, preparing the procurement
documents, and supervising the projects from the Mahaweli Consultation Bureau during the period of
2026-2027, enabling the expeditious completion of 48 projects out of the aforementioned 175 incomplete
projects, which should be carried out without any delays.

Providing Aesthetic Equipment for the Promotion of School Aesthetic Education

Although the teaching of art subjects such as music, dance, art, and acting under aesthetic education
continues in the Sri Lankan school system, it has been observed that there is a severe shortage of
equipment required for this purpose in many schools. Furthermore, a situation concerning the lack of
modern equipment suitable for the needs of the children has also arisen, and it has been reported that most
equipment available at present is outdated and dilapidated. It has been observed that this condition has an
adverse effect on the quality of the aesthetic education and overall personality development of the
children. Therefore, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the resolution presented by Hon. Prime
Minister in her capacity as the Minister of Education, Higher Education, and Vocational Education to
implement a project for supplying aesthetic equipment for the promotion of aesthetic education in schools
under an estimated cost of Rs. 1,215 million during the period of 2026 to 2028.

Construction of an adjacent building to expand the space of the Sabaragamuwa Provincial Council
Complex

The Chief Secretariat, the Council Chamber, 05 Deputy Secretariats, and 05 Subject Ministries
responsible for implementing development and administrative activities are maintained in the
Sabaragamuwa Provincial Council Complex, which was constructed in the year 2003. In addition,
departments, statutory institutions, and 36 divisions are located there, with a staff of more than 950
working within the aforementioned complex. Since the number of employees and the number of divisions
have increased to a considerable extent at present, the services have to be conducted amidst various
difficulties due to the insufficient space of this complex. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has
approved the resolution presented by the Minister of Public Administration, Provincial Council, and Local
Government to construct a new three-story building adjacent to the Sabaragamuwa Provincial
Council Complex using the Provincial Council funds, at a total cost estimate of Rs. 196.8 million,
enabling it to provide adequate space and facilities.
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Awarding the Long Term Contract for Procurement of 05 Shipment of Petrol 92 Unl for the Period
from 15-03-2026 to 14-09-2026

Bids have been called by the Ceylon Petroleum Corporation from the registered suppliers of the
corporation for the procurement of 05 shipments of 300,000 + 5% barrels of Petrol 92 Unl for the period
from 15-03-2026 to 14-09-2026. For that purpose, bids have been submitted by six 06 suppliers.
Accordingly, subsequent to evaluating the received bids and based on the recommendations submitted by
the higher-level standing procurement committee, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the resolution
presented by the Minister of Energy to award the contract to M/s Epdesa Pte. Ltd, who is the minimum
substantially responsive bidder.

Appointment to the Post of Director General of the Department of Trade and Investment Policy

Applications have been called from the qualified special grade officers of the Sri Lanka Administrative
Service to identify a suitable officer for the currently vacant post of Director General of the Department
of Investment Promotion of the General Treasury. Accordingly, the Board of Interview has recommended
that Mrs. 1.J. Aberathne, the special grade officer of the Sri Lanka Administrative Service who has
obtained the highest marks at the interview conducted, is suitable to be appointed to the aforementioned
post. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the resolution presented by His Excellency the
President, in his capacity as the Minister of Finance, Planning, and Economic Development, to appoint
Mrs. 1.J. Aberathne to the post of Director General of the Department of Trade and Investment Policy
with immediate effect based on the aforementioned recommendations.

In the event of any inconsistency between the Tamil and English translations of this document, the Sinhala
text shall prevail.



