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Cabinet Decisions taken at the Cabinet Meeting held on 05-01-2026

01. Entering into Memoranda of Understandings between Sri Lankan Universities and
Foreign Universities with the objective of Educational Cooperation

It has been identified that it is essential to create educational cooperation with foreign universities
for raising the status of Sri Lankan universities in the world rankings and internationalization.
Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the proposal presented by Hon. Prime
Minister in her capacity as the Minister of Education, Higher Education, and Professional
Education to enter into Memoranda of Understanding between Sri Lankan universities and
foreign universities for a period of five (5) years as follows.

e Memorandum of Understanding between Bhiksu University of Sri Lanka and
Mahamakut Buddhist University in Thailand for academic and research
cooperation with the objective of enhancing educational and cultural activities
between faculties and students, conducting collaborative research, academic
research, and coferences.

e Memorandum of Understanding between the Bhiksu University of Sri Lanka and
the Nalanda Institute in Jakarta, Indonesia, with the objective of enhancing
educational cooperation in the fields of education, research, and community
service; obtaining the expertise of educational experts and lecturers; developing
human resources and curriculum through the utilization of physical resources such
as laboratories and libraries; and for internship training, including training
programs and academic seminars.

e Memorandum of Understanding between the University of Colombo and the SGH
Warsaw School of Economics in Poland, with the objective of conducting
collaborative research and launching publications in mutually agreed fields,
conducting collaborative seminars and workshops, exchanging academic staff and
students, and exchanging academic information and materials.

02. National Strategic Action Plan to Combat and Prevent Trafficking in Human Being
—2026- 2030

Sri Lanka has signed and ratified the United Nations Convention against Organized Crime
(UNTOC) and the Palermo Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, and Combat Trafficking in Persons,
especially against Women and Children, which is a treaty for the enforcement of its provisions.
Accordingly, the National Task Force on Trafficking in Persons was established in 2010 for the
coordination of institutions that are interested and actively involved in the prevention of
trafficking in persons. The aforementioned task force has been operating in terms of the action
plan prepared for a definite period, and the period of the final national strategic action plan for
the period 2021-2025 has ended on 31-12-2025. Therefore, having reviewed the progress of the
aforementioned action plan. The national strategic action plan for the period 2026-2030 has been
prepared with the consensus and knowledge of all relevant parties, consisting of four approaches:
protection, litigation (complaints), and partnership. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has
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approved the proposal presented by His Excellency, the President, in his capacity as the Minister
of Defense, to implement the aforementioned national strategic action plan.

03. Calling of investment proposals for the utilization of Bungalows and Houses owned
to the government in productive and economical manner.

It has been decided at the cabinet meeting held on 09-12-2024 that an Officers’ Committee be
appointed to forward recommendations to identify a suitable strategy for effective and economical
utilization of the bungalows and houses and relevant premises that were used by the previous
ministers as their quarters, as well as underutilized houses and premises. The aforementioned
Officers’ Committee has recommended in their report the utilization of the said bungalows for
embassies, international organizations, diplomatic uses, government and government-affiliated
institutions, as well as high-end restaurant/boutique hotels and more productive investment
projects. Accordingly, 24 bungalows and houses that have been initially identified are planned to
be given on a 30-year lease basis to implement more productive utilizations under the public-
private partnership (PPP) model without raising issues socially. Accordingly, the Cabinet of
Ministers has approved the proposal presented by His Excellency, the President, in his capacity
as the Minister of Finance, Planning, and Economic Development, to call for the expression of
interest from the interested investors, enabling the identification of suitable investors.

04. Utilizing the services of the main equipment that diagnoses diseases to obtain reports
under the public-private partnership according to the performance-based payment
scheme.

The demand for obtaining higher-level services to diagnose diseases has been increasing within
the public health system in Sri Lanka due to the growth of non-communicable diseases and
comprehensive services at all levels of care. However, when obtaining reports from key
equipment such as CT scanners, MRI scanners, DSA, cardiac catheterization units, and automated
hematology and biochemistry analyzers, it has been observed that such patients have encountered
immense difficulties due to a lack of equal opportunities for them. Especially concerning the
limited resources available for obtaining the respective reports in government hospitals, it has
been observed that there have been delays in clinical management due to such patients having to
be waited on long waiting lists. Further, taking into consideration the financial limitations existing
for purchasing such equipment and the complex procurement procedures that must be followed
for the purchase and maintenance of such equipment, the need to resort to alternative methods for
obtaining such reports has been identified. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved
the proposal presented by the Minister of Health and Mass Media to take necessary steps to
acquire such services and equipment to diagnose relevant diseases, following the prescribed
procurement procedure under the suitable public-private partnership subject to a performance-
based payment scheme.

05. Implementation of the Public- Private Partnership model to expand blood
transfusion services in government hospitals

Although 80 government hospitals currently have dialysis services, it has been observed that the
existing facilities are insufficient to meet increasing clinical demand. As a consequence, taking
into consideration the difficulties encountered by the kidney patients, the requirement to expand
dialysis services has been recognized. Based on the experience obtained through the scheme
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already implemented at the Kandy National Hospital, the Ministry of Health and Mass Media has
planned to identify an appropriate model for the dialysis in the identified government hospitals
under the Public-Private Partnership Scheme. It is expected that the dialysis machines, reverse
osmosis systems, necessary consumables, operation, and maintenance will be completely
financed and managed by the private partner, and the government will provide infrastructure
while maintaining full clinical supervision. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved
the proposal presented by the Minister of Health and Mass Media to take necessary steps to
implement the Public-Private Partnership (PPP) mechanism to expand dialysis services in
government hospitals.

06. Implementation of the project to build a resilient, high-quality maize based food
system for an enhanced Thriposha program in Sri Lanka

The World Food Program (WFP) is supporting the enhancement of the Thriposha program as part
of its national nutrition interventions in the country. Accordingly, the World Food Program
(WFP) has prepared a project proposal to implement a project titled “Building a Resilient High-
Quality Maize- Based Food System for an Improved Thriposha Program in Sri Lanka : Let’s Sow,
Let’s Grow  with the objective of improving the quality of maize used for Thriposha production
and strengthening the Thriposha supply chain. The proposed project is expected to benefit around
7,500 small and medium-scale maize farmers in the districts of Anuradhapura, Moneragala and
Badulla, and the entire project will be funded by the Korean International Cooperation Agency
and the Agency will provide a grant of US$ 10 million for this project. It is expected to implement
the proposed project during the period 2025-2029. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has
approved the proposal presented by the Minister of Rural Development, Social Security, and
Community Empowerment to sign the relevant discussion notes and Terms of Reference for the
implementation of the said project.

07. Awarding of the contract for the construction of an underground way below the
Mahaiyawa railway line on the Kandy-Jaffna road (A-009)

Bids have been invited under the National Competitive Procurement Procedure for the
procurement of construction of an underground concrete way below the Mahaiyawa railway line
on the Kandy-Jaffna road (A-009). Three (03) bids have been forwarded for that purpose.
Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the proposal presented by the Minister of
Transport, Highways, and Urban Development to award the relevant contract to M/s. NEM
Construction (Pvt) Ltd for Rs. 699.58 million (without tax) based on the recommendations of the
High-Level Standing Procurement Committee after the evaluation of the aforementioned bids.

08. Procurement for printing and supplying vehicle number plates for the Department
of Motor Traffic

Bids have been invited under the National Competitive Procurement Procedure for printing and
supplying vehicle number plates for the Department of Motor Traffic. Four (4) bids have been
forwarded for that purpose. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the proposal
presented by the Minister of Transport, Highways, and Urban Development to award the relevant
contract to the M/s South Asian Technologies for printing and supplying vehicle number plates
for the Department of Motor Traffic for the period of five (5) years based on the recommendations
of the High-Level Standing Procurement Committee and the Procurement Appeal Board.



09. Purchase of 350 housing units to Sri Lanka Police from the ‘Harbour View Residencies’
housing project constructed by the Urban Development Authority.

The housing project ‘Harbour View Residencies’ consisted of 452 housing units in 14 floors in
Cyril C Perera Mawatha, Colombo 13 has been executed with the objective of providing housing
units for officers serving in government and semi — government institutions. The Cabinet of
Ministers granted approval to the proposal submitted by the Minister of Public Security and
Parliamentary Affairs to purchase 350 housing units to Sri Lanka Police and to get the Urban
Development Authority to construct sufficient vehicle parking facilities for those housing units
with the objective of obtaining efficient and quality service from the officers engaged in Police
zones within Colombo and suburbs of the Western province.

10. Long term procurement for procurement of 2,800,000 + 5% barrels (04 shipments)
of Murbon category crude oil.

Bids have been called from the registered suppliers of Ceylon Petroleum Corporation for
procurement of 2,800,000 + 5% barrels of Murbon category crude oil for a period of four months
from 15.04.2026 to 14.08.2026. Five (05) suppliers have forwarded bids in this connection. The
Cabinet of Ministers granted approval for the proposal furnished by the Minister of Power to
award the long term procurement of 2,800,000 + 5% barrels (04 shipments of 7,00,000 + 5%) of
Murbon category crude oil, to M/s. Vitol Asia Pte. Ltd. of Singapore based on the
recommendation of the higher level standing procurement committee in regard to the said bids

11. Introduction of a new act for National Lotteries Board.

The National Lotteries board has been established subject to the Finance Act No. 11 of 1963.
Having identified the requirement of amending that act which was imposed around 62 years to
cater the current requirements of the lottery market, the Cabinet of Mnisters at their meeting held
on 14.02.2017 granted approval to draft a new bill for the purpose. Accordingly, the National
Lotteries Board has recognized further amendments to be performed to the fundamental draft bill
prepared by the Legal Draftsmen. Therefore, the Cabinet of Ministers granted approval for the
resolution furnished by the Hon. President in his office as the Minister of Finance, Planning and
Economic Development to direct the Legal Draftsmen to finalize the formulation of the draft bill
for the National Lotteries Board as soon as possible including the proposed new amendments as
well.

12.  Amendment of Motor Vehicles (Driving License Levy) Regulations No. 3 of 2022.

The Werahara office of the Department of Motor Traffic performs issuance of temporary driving
licenses in this country based on the driving licenses issued overseas, and measures have been
initiated to render the service from a service window of the Department of Motor Traffic
established at the Bandaranayake International Airport from 03.08.2025. The fees charged for
issuing temporary driving licenses have been published in Motor Vehicles (Driving License
Levy) Regulations No. 3 of 2022 prepared under the provisions of the Motor Traffic (Authority
203) Act. However, the requirement of amending the regulations with regard to the services
rendered has been recognized by updating the fees that is applicable, since the fees of rupees
2,000/- charged for facilitating as required by opening a window of the Department of Motor
Traffic at the Bandaranayake International Airport is not sufficient. Accordingly, the regulations
for introducing the revised fees have been published in the government extraordinary gazette
notification No. 2463/04 dated 17.11.2025. Therefore, the Cabinet of Ministers granted approval



to the resolution furnished by the Minister of Transport, Highways and Urban Development to
submit the regulations to the Parliament for its concurrence.

13. Appointment to the post of Surveyor General

Mr. N. K. U. Rohana, currently serving in the post of Surveyor General is scheduled to be retired
from government service on 31.01.2026 upon reaching the compulsory retirement age. Therefore,
the Cabinet of Ministers granted approval to the proposal forwarded by the Minister of
Agriculture, Livestock, Lands and Irrigation to appoint Mrs. P. K. L. S. Panduwawala, the officer
in the special grade of Sri Lanka Surveyors’ Service currently serving as the Additional Surveyor
General (Central) to the vacant post of Surveyor General with effect from 02.02.2026.

14. Establishment of Management Boards for formalizing the organization and
administration of sports complexes that belong to the Department of Sports
Development.

The Department of Sports Development, with the objective of publicizing sports, has planned to

implement a project named ‘Creating a Sports Culture’ within the years 2025 — 2027. It is

expected to develop playgrounds and indoor stadiums throughout the island, as well as the school
playgrounds and public grounds. As a result of the proposed project, it is planned to further
develop these kills of sprouting athletes technologically and utilize sports complexes of the

Department of Sports so that they can involve in their daily training activities. Therefore, the

Cabinet of Ministers granted approval to the proposal submitted by the Minister of Youth Affairs

and Sports to establish a management board comprised of five volunteer members for each sports

complex to utilize the above sports complexes more productively so that a wide service can be
rendered to formalize their development and administration, as well as for their maintenance and
security.

15. Implementing the programme to provide concession for pepper, coffee and cardamom
plantations affected by the calamity.

The instructions required for granting relief to farmers for the short term crops devastated due to
the calamity occurred due to the extreme diverse weather have been issued now through Budget
Circular No. 08/2025 and 08/2025 (i). Considering the economic importance in the export
agriculture sector, the requirement of re planting long term export agricultural crops that was
destroyed by the calamity. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers granted approval to the
resolution furnished by the Hon. President in his capacity as the Minister of Finance, Planning
and Economic Development to pay the cultivators engaged in pepper, coffee and cardamom an
allowance subject to a maximum of rupees 425,000/- per hectare for replanting as well as to
provide seedlings free of charge from the Department of Export Agriculture to replace where the
plantation was devastated and to replant.

16. Procurement of food items (raw, dried rations and others) for three armed forces for
the year 2026

Bids have been invited under National Competitive Procurement Procedure for the procurement

of food items (raw, dried rations and others) for three armed forces for the year 2026. 5,274 bids

have been forwarded by 34 bidders for 1,219 procurement packages for Sri Lanka Army, for 454
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procurement packages for Sri Lanka Navy, for 242 procurement packages for Sri Lanka Air
Force. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers granted approval to the resolution forwarded by the
Hon. President in his office as the Minister of Defence to award the relevant procurements to
minimum substantially responsive bidders subject to the recommendations of higher level
standing procurement committee and the recommendation of the procurement appeals board.
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In the event of any inconsistency between the Tamil and English translations of this document, the
Sinhala text shall prevail.



