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Cabinet Decisions taken at the Cabinet Meeting held on 03-08-2026 

01.  The National Implementation Plan for the Period 2026-2028 in Line with the Global 

Compact for Safe, Orderly, and Regular Migration 

The Global Compact for Safe, Orderly, and Regular Migration is the first of the United Nations 

instruments that has negotiated all the dimensions of international migration in a comprehensive 

manner. The aforementioned compact was adopted by the Government of Sri Lanka at the United 

Nations General Assembly in December 2018. The Global Compact for Safe, Orderly, and 

Regular Migration provides the necessary guidelines for the further development of positive 

outcomes of migration, such as contributing to the generation of foreign remittances through the 

promotion of skill development, in addition to providing opportunities for foreign employment to 

Sri Lankan workers. Further, the said compact supports combating migration-related abuses such 

as illegal human trafficking and the smuggling of individuals. In order to implement the 

aforementioned compact in Sri Lanka, a committee was established in the year 2021 under the 

co-convening of the then Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Labour and Foreign 

Employment. The Committee formulated the first National Implementation Plan in Sri Lanka in 

the year 2022. However, the plan could not be implemented due to the economic crisis that arose 

at that time, and the committee was reorganized in the year 2025. The reorganized committee 

formulated a plan for the implementation of the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly, and Regular 

Migration after obtaining ideas from all parties for the period 2026-2028. Accordingly, after the 

submission of the implementation plan by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Foreign Employment 

and Tourism to the Cabinet of Ministers, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the 

implementation plan. 

 

02.   Land Disposal Procedure for the Resettlement of displaced Families due to the 

corollary of ‘Ditwa’ Cyclone 

The process of resettling families whose homes have been completely destroyed or those who are 

at a high risk of being affected by landslides is currently in progress. Since it is not possible to 

provide the necessary lands exclusively from government-owned lands for that purpose, the 

Cabinet of Ministers has approved the resolution furnished by the Minister of Agriculture, 

Livestock, Land, and Irrigation to utilize the necessary lands by taking the steps as follows. 

• In order to utilize the lands that have been transferred to other persons on grant papers, 

for the purpose of resettlement in identified cases , the development value of the land 

should be paid to the grant paper owner through the Divisional Secretary, and the 

necessary permission should be obtained to assign the aforementioned land to a 

person who belongs to the same income category. 

• The government should initially acquire the private lands donated by donors to the 

government for resettlement purposes as a "Deed of Gift" in accordance with the 

Crown Land Ordinance. Subsequently, the government should conduct further 

activities after registering government ownership and obtaining the declaration of 
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waiver of compensation from the aforementioned individuals in accordance with the 

Land Acquisition Act No. 09 of 1950. 

 

• In cases where it is not possible to provide land according to the above methods for 

the people who have no suitable land for resettlement purposes , steps should be taken 

to provide a portion of land from government land or land donated to the government, 

subject to a maximum of 10 perches and steps should be taken to provide ownership 

of the land under Section 2 of the Crown Land Ordinance No. 8 of 1947. 

 

03.  Establishment of Training Center on Renewable Energy through the Sri Lanka- 

German Technical Training Institute  

Taking into consideration the high training requirements in the renewable training sector in Sri 

Lanka, a memorandum of understanding was signed between the Sri Lanka-German Technical 

Training Institute and the Sri Lanka Renewable Authority on 10-02-2025 to implement a project 

for the construction of a new training center on renewable energy. It has been planned to construct 

the aforementioned training center as an affiliated branch of the Sri Lanka-German Technical 

Training Institute on a portion of 3.11 acres of land in the Mayurapura Division of the Walawa 

Zone owned by the Sri Lanka Mahaweli Authority. Since it is proposed to establish the said 

training center close to the Kiriebbanwewa Solar Power Plant and the Hambantota Training 

Center of the Sri Lanka Renewable Energy Authority, the students will have the opportunity to 

receive direct practical training. The main objective of the said project is to jointly implement a 

training hub on renewable energy through the proposed training center and other relevant 

institutions. It is expected that the training hub will provide subject knowledge and practical 

training covering energy efficiency and electronic and mechanical engineering relevant to the 

energy fields, such as solar, wind, hydroelectricity, and biomass, and will enable the creation of 

skilled professional technicians. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the 

resolution submitted by the Hon. Prime Minister in her capacity as the Minister of Education, 

Higher Education, and Vocational Education to implement the construction of the aforementioned 

training center on renewable energy by utilizing local funds under the estimated cost of Rs. 398 

million.  

 

04.  A Project to Restore the Column of the Sluice Gate, Barrel of the Sluice Gate and 

other   Related Remaining Parts of the Senanayaka Reservoir 

Approval was granted at the cabinet meeting held on 03-09-2025 for the construction and the 

selection of a contractor following the International Procurement Procedure for the reconstruction 

or repair of the column of the sluice gate, barrel of the sluice Gate and other   related remaining 

parts Senanayaka reservoir. Subsequently, it has been identified that the appropriability of 

conducting the said procurement under two (2) stages, taking into consideration the necessary 

special technical skills of the complex function and the formulation of the specification. 

Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the resolution submitted by the Minister of 

Agriculture, Livestock, Land, and Irrigation to implement the aforementioned project as follows. 

• Stage 1- Selection of a suitable consultancy firm under the quality-based selection 

following the international procurement procedure for the preparation of the relevant 
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conceptual plan and procurement documents for calling bids for the renovation or 

reconstruction of the column of the sluice gate, barrel of the sluice Gate and other   

related remaining parts. 

• Stage 2 – Selection of a suitable contractor for the construction under the International 

Competitive Procurement Procedure, based on the conceptual plan and relevant 

procurement documents formulated by the selected consultancy firm under stage1. 

 

05.  Procurement of 50 Comfortable Low Floor Board Buses for Passenger Transport 

Services in Urban Areas 

The relevant supplier has already imported 100 comfortable low-floor board buses into the 

country under the procurement for the implementation of the public transport system 

modernization program. It has been proposed to implement the first stage of the Metro Bus Project 

in Kandy, Galle, and Jaffna towns, taking into consideration government objectives of a high 

level of passenger demand, strategic importance as major regional transport and tourist centers, 

and the strategic importance of expanding modern public transport beyond the Colombo 

Metropolitan Region. The necessity of increasing the number of metro buses for that purpose has 

been identified. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the resolution furnished by 

the Minister of Transport, Highways, and Urban Development to procure 50 Comfortable Low 

Floor Board Buses as a 50% reorder, following the government procurement guidelines under the 

same contract offered on 06-03-2026 to purchase 100 buses. 

 

06. Renovation of Infrastructure in the fisheries and aquatic Resources Sector that has 

been damaged and affected by Cyclone ‘Ditva’  

The significant damage has been caused to the infrastructure facilities, aquaculture facilities, 

fisheries, fisheries harbors, and other assets in the fisheries and aquatic resource sector due to 

cyclone 'Ditva.' It has been estimated that the overall damage caused within the scope of the 

fisheries industry under the National Aquaculture Development Authority, the Department of 

Fisheries and Aquatic Resources, the Ceylon Fisheries Corporation, and the Ceylon Fishery 

Harbors Corporation has been 9,496.59 million. Taking into account the said condition, 18 

projects with a value of 8,322.96 have been identified by the aforementioned institutes for the 

reconstruction of damaged infrastructure and restoration of the said services. Accordingly, the 

Cabinet of Ministers has approved the resolution furnished by the Minister of Fisheries, Aquatic, 

and Ocean Resources to implement the aforementioned projects as follows. 

• Implementation of 10 projects under the total cost estimate of Rs. 7,005.69 million 

by the National Aquaculture Development Authority 

• Implementation of 07 projects under the total cost estimate of Rs. 1,292.06 million 

by the Department of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 

• Implementation of 01 project under the total cost estimate of Rs. 25.21 million by 
Ceylon Fishery Harbors Corporation. 
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07.  Appointment Engineering Consultation Institute to implement the program ‘Heath 

and Wellness Centers’  

Approval has been granted at the Cabinet meeting held on 01-06-2026 to implement the program 

'Health and Wellness Centers' for the improvement of primary health service institutions and the 

construction of new health centers in underserved areas based on health service needs. Since this 

project is implemented in phases, it comprises many small-scale construction projects across the 

country. Therefore, continuous service from a consultancy firm is necessary for planning, 

preparation of estimates, bid documents, procurement assistance, administration of contracts, 

supervision of construction, certification of payments, certification of quality assurance, and 

defect liability period services. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the resolution 

furnished by the Minister of Health and Mass Media to appoint the State Engineering Corporation 

as the engineering consultancy firm for the establishment of the 'Health and Wellness Centers.' 

 

08. Amendment of the Motor Vehicle Order No.02 of the 2011 (Highway) 

In order to reduce the number of deaths due to road accidents, which are increasing day by day, 

and to minimize the serious conditions resulting from severe injuries, orders have been issued 

under the provisions of the Motor Vehicle Act to make it mandatory for all occupants of vehicles 

passing through the expressway to wear seat belts. The grace period granted to the relevant 

manufacturers to enable the vehicles in which seat belts are not affixed to be fitted has expired on 

19-06-2026. Taking into consideration the requests made by the relevant parties to extend the 

granted grace period by 3 months, i.e., up to 19-09-2026, Motor Vehicle Order No. 02 of 2011 

(Highway) has been amended by Extraordinary Gazette Notification No. 2493/19 dated 17-06-

2026. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has approved the resolution furnished by the Minister 

of Transport, Highways, and Urban Development to present the aforementioned amended order 

to the concurrence of Parliament. 

 

09. Submission of the Motor Vehicle (Inspection) Regulation No.03 of 2026 to 

Parliament for approval 

It has been revealed through investigations conducted by the Motor Vehicle Inspectors regarding 

serious and controversial road accidents that most accidents occurred due to technical loopholes 

in the running condition of the vehicles. Therefore, the necessity of establishing a system for 

testing the running condition of vehicles that operate passenger transport services, school children 

transport services, office transport services, and vehicles operated for special trips on a hired basis 

has been identified. These vehicles are regulated by the National Transport Commission, 

Provincial Road Passenger Transport Authorities, or Sri Lanka Transport Board. According to 

the provisions of the Motor Vehicle Act (203 Authority), the Motor Vehicles Order No. 03 of 

2026 (Inspection) has been introduced as legal provisions and published by the Extraordinary 

Gazette notification No. 2489/22 dated 19-05-2026. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers has 

approved the resolution furnished by the Minister of Transport, Highways, and Urban 

Development to present the aforementioned orders for the concurrence of Parliament. 
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10. Amendment of the Employees Provident Fund Act No. 15 of 1958. 

Employees Provident Fund Act No. 15 of 1958 has been introduced for establishing a fund for 

the social protection of employees engaged in private and semi government service who do not 

have a pension entitlement. While the general administration activities of the act are carried out 

under the purview of the Labour Commissioner General, the financial board of the Central Bank 

of Sri Lanka acts as the governor of the fund. Although certain provisions of the act were revised 

from time to time, it has been observed that the act should be further revised to render a quality 

and efficient service minimizing the constraints encountered by the members of the said fund 

corresponding to the contemporary socio – economic and technical changes.  An initial draft bill 

has been formulated by the  Labour Department considering the proposals furnished by the 

Central Bank of Sri Lanka in the regard. Therefore, the Cabinet of Ministers approved the 

proposal furnished by the Minister of Labour to direct the Legal Draftsman to prepare a draft bill 

to revise the Employees Provident Fund Act  based on the said initial draft. 

  

11. Drafting the Child Rights Act. 

The requirement to formulate an act to secure all the core right of children which are mentioned 

in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child has been recognized in addition to 

the legal provisions existing at present to ensure the security and protection of the children in Sri 

Lanka. Consequently, approval has been granted at the meeting of the Cabinet of Ministers held 

on 19.02.2024 to draft a bill named ‘Composite Act on Child Rights’. The Legal Draftsman has 

initiated the work of the draft bill and the Legal Draftsman has informed that the policy approval 

of the current Cabinet of Ministers is required to proceed with the formulation of the relevant 

draft bill. Also, it has been observed that it is appropriate to revise the name of the bill approved 

by the Cabinet of Ministers from ‘Composite Act on Child Rights’ to ‘Child Rights Act’. 

Furthermore, an additional concept paper has been prepared including the facts further identified 

to be included in the draft bill. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers approved the resolution 

furnished by the Minister of Women’s and Child Affairs to direct the Legal Draftsman to conclude 

drafting the Child Rights Act based on the said concept paper. 

  

12. Obtaining Policy Based Loans from the Asian Development Bank. 

Approval of the Cabinet of Ministers was granted at their meeting held on 15.06.2026 to conduct 

loan negotiation discussions for obtaining a loan grant of United States Dollar 200 million from 

the permanent general capital resources of the Asian Development Bank. Consequently, loan 

discussions have successfully been concluded relevant to the Sub Programme 1 of the Marketing, 

Investment and Industrial Development Programme of the Asian Development Bank for 

obtaining the said loan amount. Clearance from the Attorney General’s Department and the 

Central Bank of Sri Lanka have been received to obtaining the said loan. Accordingly, the Cabinet 

of Ministers approved the resolution furnished by the Hon. President in his capacity as the 

Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic Development to obtain the loan grant of United State 

Dollars 200 million from the Asian Development Bank subject to the rules and regulations 

furnished by the Public Debt  management office.  
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13. Repurposing the Project Assisting the Colombo Urban Revival Project which is 

being Financed by the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) 

Loss of lives, displacement, destruction of livelihoods as well as devastation of public and private 

assets occurred due to the extreme rainfall caused by ‘Ditwah’ cyclone. Owing to that national 

restoration and renovation has occurred as the utmost priorities. In order to assist the decisive 

economic and social infrastructure facilities rehabilitation and reformation, concurrence of the 

development stakeholders of the Sri Lankan Government have been received to the reorientation 

and restructuring of the financial facilities which are available. Under this initiative, the Cabinet 

of Ministers approved the resolution furnished by the Hon. President in his capacity as the 

Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic Development to furnish funds of United States 

Dollar 10.1 million for reconstruction of houses devastated by ‘Ditwah’ cyclone in Puttlam and 

Kurunegala districts, by repurposing the Project Assisting the Colombo Urban Revival Project, 

creating a new component as ‘emergency housing reconstruction component’ for that project. 
  

14. House Arrest as a Remedy to the Congestion in the Prisons 

The Legal Draftsman has initiated the process of formulation of the draft bill for introducing the 

provisions for house arrest of suspects and offenders of appropriate cases subject to the policy 

approval of the Cabinet of Ministers given at that time as a remedy to the remand 

imprisonment/imprisonment. Accordingly, approval of the Cabinet of Ministers was granted at 

their meeting held on 23.06.2025 to the resolution furnished by the Minister of Justice and 

National Integration to further review the draft prepared by the Legal Draftsman. Accordingly, 

further provisions to be included in the draft bill prepared by the Legal Draftsman have been 

identified, and the Cabinet of Ministers approved the resolution furnished by the Minister of 

Justice and National Integration to direct the Legal Draftsman to conclude the relevant draft bill 

hastily including the said provisions. 

 

15. Amendment of the Constitution and the Judicature Act to Further Strengthen the 

Sovereignty of the Judiciary. 

Approval of the Cabinet of Ministers was granted at their meeting held on 27.07.2026 to draft 

bills for amending the Constitution and the Judicature Act with the objective of further strengthen 

the sovereignty of the judiciary as well as efficiently concluding the number of cases stagnated in 

the system. The Attorney General has given his consent to the so formulated twenty second 

Constitution reforms draft bill and the Judicature (Amendment) Act draft bill by the Legal 

Draftsman. Accordingly, the Cabinet of Ministers granted approval to the resolution furnished by 

the Minister of Justice and National Integration to publish the amended draft bills prepared by the 

Legal Draftsman in the government gazette notification and thereby submit to the Parliament for 

its concurrence. 

***** 

In the event of any inconsistency between the Tamil and English translations of this document, 

the Sinhala text shall prevail. 


