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CardHmHev BUTEIB (LPHBEHET cPsVID  [HLOFHI MBI HleHBUTL
QUEBLD (WeIICRIBBHMBHS HLLTWIOTS BTD gBUGSHDH Geusmi(BLD.
SI8s Bumeiipyl SIBHUWF GFeoTeUEMIENUI FTHGD SHBBIGOTHHIND,
SHBENIDWITE  LiswnwimeniTdene  GelelbTBHEHHE  SAMILIL|SH60,
Hemiel, HHeUed OHTPMEIL LD  GuTeis  Hiewmamersd  GLICHLD
(peiiCeBmd  Hmewr  Gouewi(hlo.  Rewey DMV SHHID  6IHIG6N
Cameens LIFsLabdHer OHeflauns gamiul Betengl. SBOLTH
SBenB CFLBLGHBINNS SHIFHUILBGHH GeuswrBHLb.

Excerpts:

From the speech made by His Excellency the President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa at the inauguration of the
second session of the 9th Parliament on 18.01.2022

hat we need now, however, is to set aside the dark

memories of the past and build a secure country
where all sections of the community can co-exist in peace. We
must all unite for this purpose, irrespective of ethnic, religious or
political differences. We reject racism. The present government
wants to safeguard the dignity and rights of every citizen in
this country in a uniform manner.

We need to make great strides in our export industry
through innovations, export diversification and value adding
mechanisms. At the same time, there should be a major
development in the areas of foreign currency attracting
tourism industry, employment of skilled workers abroad, and
information and communication technology. All this had been
clearly stated in our policy statement. Their implementation
should be expedited now.
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Honourable Mahinda Rajapaksa,
Prime Minister of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
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Independence is Not something that ends with the Victory

his year, we celebrate Sri Lanka's 74th Independence Day amidst many
great challenges. The challenges posed by the Covid -19 pandemic,
which has plagued the world for two years, are not insignificant.

Whilst historically, the people of this country had lost their freedom
due to foreign invasions and separatist terrorism, today we have lost
our freedoms due to the Covid pandemic which deprived us of the
opportunity to develop the country for two years. The economy,
education and livelihoods were completely overturned. However, as a
nation that has sacrificed for freedom, we cannot allow this frustration to
overcome us.

Although the world faced massive setbacks, we have also used all the
positive steps taken globally to recover from the pandemic. We have
already taken steps necessary to provide the population with all three
vaccinations as a solution to the pandemic. It is this approch that has
enabled us to recover from the pandemic to a great extent and return
public life to a sense of normalcy.

Freedom is not something that ends with the victory. It is something
that should be won day by day, and it is this fact that we must highlight
on each Independence Day. However, | firmly believe that a nation
inspired by hundreds of relentless struggle for freedom, is fully capable
of remaining undaunted and facing up to this challenge as well. As a
nation accustomed to unceasingly fighting for independence, on this
Independence Day, let us resolve to overcome these challenges as well.

Mahinda Rajapaksa
Prime Minister of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
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Honourable Chamal Rajapaksa,
Minister of Irrigation,

State Minister of National Security and
Disaster Management

State Minister of Home Affairs
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Let's unite to overcome challenges

he theme for the 74th commemoration

of independence is, "An Affluent
Tomorrow and A Prosperous Motherland-
with challenges Overcome" Unlike at
any other time in history, our country
is now faced with many challenges,
similar to many other countries of the
world. We have a Sri Lankan history of
having together overcome challenges
irrespective of race, religion and caste
differences. Similarly, we must unite to
overcome the current challenges we
face today. The Covid-19 pandemic is
the greatest challenge we encountered
in recent history. It is a collective victory
of all Sri Lankans that we have been able
to successfully overcome this challenge
in comparison to other countries of the
world.

The dawn of 4t February 1948
symbolizes the declaration of Sri Lanka
as an independent and free country
having been a colony of the British for
one hundred and thirty-three years.
It is with great pride that | extend my
warmest wishes as the State Minister of
Home Affairs on this historic occasion
commemorating the 74th anniversary of

Sri Lanka’s independence.

It is now time for us to explore
strategies unique to us as Sri Lankans
to successfully overcome the negative
effects posed by the global Covid-19
pandemic on our economy. Given the
example of the heroes of our history
to win independence irrespective of
political affiliation, race and religion,
| believe that it will not be difficult
for us all to collectively overcome the
challenges faced by us in building a
strong domestic economy.

On this occasion when we celebrate the
74th anniversary of our independence,
it is with great pride that I recall the
immense contribution of all the Sinhala,
Tamil, Muslim, Burgher and other
national heroes who gave leadership to
the independence of our motherland.
Similarly, it is with great pride that |
remember on this historic occasion, the
bravery of the war heroes who dedicated
themselves to end the thirty-years of
brutal terrorism.

Chamal Rajapaksa

Minister of Irrigation,

State Minister of National Security and
Disaster Management

State Minister of Home Affairs
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QUT®HeMTHTY, TFUIe0, Fepd FHWTEN (LPTOTHIf 6TIITBTS DieMLDU
CouemiBOsiILINSH  ewi(BlD FbHH I UTFlLSBEG RUCUMHBOSHTBE
gBUBSHHUeien  Seleuruilientl  SIpHSMed  LIW6LIBHSH SIS0\ m6iTern

Geuemr(HLd.

Reomiemaulled  Geusmeveumuwitiyll  UpFflensienul  SITUIHSI
Siyesemenll  LflbHlenIlILsBaETs  FJalBhs OHmpeoreny SiemioliLier
SHTHHGHWOUTHIR  Sevmiend FFTRSSHHeT  Sewpliden  Guifled
1971 S uewi(h UJDLUSH6L BT BHEG UHMS SHhHeny. LIFLev
Qureenmemy aBFL  myewymer Cupmdflwy LI el Huwierd Sieisel
GUNSHEG  HWEVMID  HTRIBT].  “OHTHeveuruitibeeT  LoBEBID
HTUTTLILSBEmeT  BSTULBRHSHL  (Matching Employment Opportunities
and Expectations) elanIld  GUWIflED  DiGUTHeT  HUIMHHDH DISoHenasUils0
ReomiendUTeVIeTen OFOINILITEN LDTTEN6NTID, DUHH LOMIDFSF, DL THFH
HTBHHB6I, LOGITEUGTID BT &HL6D, LOTenbHaHE60 QIGTD 2 6iTeNL L
SLICOUTHL_H6IT, Heval HMHMID QBT 2 Ulfhdh 2 enIPLIL|l LIsHL,
QUBHBOBHMHBSH6T OBWID  BITAI  LenSUIFHUILTENS  6UeNELUIGHLOLIL],
o wiflw seordsmyo Cureip elenmiGMeNd GUBIULILEG “G6lalenadha

QUETIRIGEN6NE  OlBMeiiL BT ged  @bsHeneysb@ ULigeill  LyFalene
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gMBULL &I etedeuTml?” eTeol TIDLIGHH Ge06uwi elenrallullmbaeony. C&TCyTenT
QUmBOHTB®IS HMTewionsd  Gwsud HIFenLWF OFUIHI6TeT  LI6D
g dlenaigmerien 0HH U0 BB 74 UHLBIGHNTE FiHhDH T HendHH

CamemiLTBD QeuBaisnenuisd isuaieimensl Leni(BLD alleed GauemrBHLD.

SLHGH AbHSH LITNSH

CumiHEIECHWT, @eveuThHSHT, mHGowgseT 1506 b
eIy OHTLHHID 1815 suswywimenr 309 ewi(hH6eiT 610HI  HTL 1960
soICwmyll  UrCahamsemen o & OFWiseny. msGeowiy 1815
OHTLHSHID 1948 b et euew] 133 euBLMIS6T BTH (PUYEUSID
U F  QFWISHN]. [BIEIG6T STevaldHHel U Febd 2 LUl gmbhdH
QoTHHEH HT6VID 442 QIMHLRISHEMTGHWD. “FHHHH T euTDei6 FLPFFTEILD:
DHBHTEH  6T60al6Ne)]| leNe0 OCBTHHBTVID GUTHTHI” 6160  LDSHTHIDT
BMHFH 9B FnpslueitenTy. e1bH0bUTH CHFHHBGD S bOLBSHFIQU
QU HITHOGL LoTeT  Hlewev@Ul HFUITHID ERUPSHHLILIBAISH]  6T60TLIS6D
AITHLOVME0.  YMIDGHHND DTN HHHHGHWD  EMBTUISHHIHBELD
QuED 1Al TN HIHLNSHHInIQUI  FTEIBIHET LISD  SIFELTHBAIED

ST HIQUISHTS 2616

®m OBurgmiGo  smevallbHNsHBE&H 2 LuLTsd  @gULImTer
ComasHBsHWTHmen (peTomHfluitesd CETamH 2 6056 Helar ATFTH
orpluleengl. @QATemILTD 2 606 WHHHHem Gurgkl umflul Diflened
FhIHHBH HHHTOID, OBTGHSToUT WBBID OLouley DITF  QIDFHFHTED
DIBBHTVHH0 GLUULL  DgHHeNHend LWLGSHS ifelled®mbal
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WeioL(pbd uimed BTH 1990 S0 e @Gl Gurgl 2 6usled
O TenILTeugl umflu QUITHEMTHTT HNSH &L 19 QuipUiueiTengi.
MULTIGHE  FODTH  DIEVVH ASFBGSHD  AHHOTET  DYBB6O
QUETTRIGGHL T Jnlgul  61HIIFHI  HaIT DTFTSH  HL19OIUIIRUILIEISHBETET
Capemauulmuiaid 16beuTHEBHH LN9HEGH6T FHHUISHTE0 DIHene

S (LPIQUIRTE0EM6V.

ReVmIMBHGHID  AHMG ~ HBHITE  HlemevswIDGUI  gBLIL L F.
BTV HHINHH LNgdHE DISLLLLeDIOWITED 6T0dE  MHLILIDTEISHID
QUTHSHSHLOTEIBHIOTE HFFUIeD OBmID CUTHEMTHTY T flenul CHifley
CFUIBHI HSBFTTL SNBSS MU DN USHBEHTE eUTUILIL] QOSSLILILL S.
1948 b SeTged  BID  &FHHSHTHMS  OUBBISCHTETOISHBE
(WpSHHWIDTET SQTewi(h HTTEMIRIBET 6JHIQUTH  DEMLOMHH60I.

1. HTevaddh@ el I Fuledl S TPHS DHH6T  DISHBE
aaTes ComesTent GuTT L HHB@& Renemuinsd Sevmiendsu e
LTy au@Llen] oBmId S HIFTf Quibsmisen 2 eiterfll L
LeOBeuml FeuFpHd GWHH6T HFSHHATD Couemrg GLoB6lsTemTL
bL_6)1Q 60 & &H6IT

21| BB TLOIUTEVID, FHIGTLDBISHIHE0HMTEID, GLoTFI9&HeNTevID
SLOwlLtLl L. STevelHaHied L & (pemmenwl CSHTLTHEID
CLopOismmen(h G1F606v (LPIQUITOIHE HTEV6N HAHIN L FUITENTHETHHE)
LABBeOLITEID
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BTV HHIOID 6TGTLIGHI DIHFUID DI6V6V. BTV HHIOID HEHI
UL Fufedr BSAP6ITEN DTFIL(LP6ITEN  6UETIRIBEMET  FilJ 60T (HeUSHIL 60T, DIHBEG
galeuten  QUITMI(edBEWIULD HTevellidHEHiel U FuTense  Himieleor].
DIH6V (PEVLD 6TDHGHE HWL HFH LIV HeieDIDBHEHD 2 60T(H. 2I6MBTUIH
FHWTEN T FUIVeMIDLIL], FTF6T QITHGFENID, HAHHIENBEH HL L enIOLIL],
H6va  (pewm, OBBHEHFTEMEVE6T BMID Lmsulgsll CuTsGardHdl
QUENELLIENIOLIL|, HEITHSHINIHH MBI ITUIILEG6T GUTETmeT  Sieuminsled
Fovaur@d. SiuTBSIBLLTNeDID, 1948 D  euTged IS Ge0WITH6IT
6105 G QUPMIBF CFIBE 6TI0&HI BTL 1960 6)U6TRIGNENEF FilJ 6301 (H6)HMBHTH
® HAUTHSLILLL HID, USTPSLILGHSHOBMB, SBuibssalulsommn, Gl enL
QUITHEMTHTILD BBID DIHBEG RMFHSH lenBUTeOT G DL Felpdb
QUQAUDIDLILITGID. UM, STUBIH, Curd@eaurshdl wwBBID CFUIFHL
LfloTBm QIFHHEHL BT dnlgul cpeii@l LIFHTe GLmBHGHTL LI LIuljaHener
Sl Witepd  Oamenil.  CUHBCHTL LS HIHMUL 6T  Fnlgul  Heier
HIOB  OBEBID  IBIEHIOLLL L SHITIOSHSHI 10HHEHHE QUTIDITHT]HenDH
QIPBIGD,  LIDIDEHIOWITEN 2 ML HFH  HILUBIGSemeT  LWeilBdHS),
FTIUBMeY  alleugTuihend QUL WITHS OgHTemi  UTFLIFfluILDTes
HlemBHeMNed @l enl (1 QUITHENMTSHTT (PewBBU 2 [HEUTHBUILILIQHHBHSH).
BN  HOBEDU 2 (HAUTHS 2 Wi Fepd GULI6I]  HT6v6THaHio
U Fwireniaeilen Llguilsvid, HbHemed WOBWID 6UTIDHNS  (LPEHBENU
eruBmILeuTsenTaa D  wrpdlery.  urgbuflul el — Oord s
FHOHTMHUIL DIglBIoTEeNTH6NT 10BAID HOBWD  OHHBHBIQUITEIHID
19 60TLDIT 60T ZHILOI 601 QUTLDEHENEHEMUIGUL O\ T EwTIY (HHSH6MT] - S| H6IT

QUBIEHLOWITED TGN, FBIBENTHMSDH Dle06VGH! SO LOTHAHTID Gl
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D& &6 CIoTEHSH FehoHTendulsd HoTand 6ihb@GHD OFuwlsnLpenmuiled

(LP(LPEMLOWITES I MRISL L LILIL L 60T

1936 oD YEWIged  FHHSHTID  HOLLIUSHBEG  DeWIbHSH
SLEWQEL Fnl FHIOTeWT iHID PUITID WHUICLUBIBEHHE 136 6TenID
2 WiheH  elewienlbendemulds  OBTewTgHHHMIOUITED  HT6V6 HIHI0N
S FWImed 6110H@E QUPMBIGLILLIQHHSH Fipd Hlenevsnloullsd 61baHene|bHE
JMBMHBHTDOB6T  OCBMewIL.  DHFHUITeIH  elailiendl  Lflbghl  Gameimen
Wujd.  oFled  HSHITHMS  CleusieBBEHN  BHFSHIHSHHBS
L b CumD CeuBpsl aTaILSBE 61HTHBMHBHH R0V, DAHB&HSH
HENEVENID OULPMISIUIGID, RHHIEVIPLIL] ULPMIBIUI DD HBHGLID Fifluimest
alensUileyd  FHILeNGHH0 Couewi(Bld. UeTeVID, 6lDH  CHemeuemul
SlGLILeHL_UITHEH QBT 610&@ NHLILILTET HFFUled, GUTHEMTSHIILD,
Fepd (PeorsHflGwimeirenmd L 19UIIRLILNSBE DUHNLPEILD BHlenL SHsH
Tl GomFiomer alendulsd 61oghl mdHellelmbahl HaunliGLITaTenLD,
oilngl BHaFd Qeiml (WHHIOBTHHSIeTeN UTflul Ly Fenenseiedmibal
LeoLILI(B&Tm .

STFUWD FHHHTD SO HFH HLHH QbHH 74 QIHLMIFH6NT60
6U0OBUT([H DIJFTRISHBIGETTEVID [HTHIG6T DL [HFH OleuMBIIE6IT LI6V6)6TT6TT6M.
HT6VeN HEHINSHH VBB  LOTIOL (1pHSH  Jemennl BTBHEHL T  @QULIBLD
Cural mEIRIGST DL BHIGTeN  Fepd  DilelhHd  alenTEFFwienL HFH
BTHBHEHDHSH IO H S oL L& FHevI6iTengl. OUITEHIDSH B ETHEML_UI

QUTHGHHONT  (LPEOID  DITFTHIHHMS DTBBIHED 2 6ol L QenbTulsh
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bBieuend  SLLMIONIL, GevaldFd &evall, @Revald &GHTHTT BFeme,
&6vall LoBMID SHBHTHT] CFemeausmeie elenfFdFluld alfleurdspd, Fpsd
HeLCEITIDLINS, OLITIBEHEE FPHHSHe0 UPMISLILIL (HETTeN DibHHer0HSHI
Cumepenr DiUBMSIEL (PSS WIDTETMAIUITSHID. 6% BT 19GeLeMID Fepd
SlalmHHuled (dhslwiorer LlfleyseT LeveuBsled  s1(BdHHISHHTL (LD
fawogent iHHMSH 2 HITond 61BhHHIS OBTewiLTed, 2019 b
LT T CuTgl SUITD waIBLIEIGeTen GUTHTeN FHLDemnid 6T L T&d
GHDBAUDLHBHIGNENFHL.  OHHEHMLUI  61(IpHSWBe]  92.57  eiHLOm@GLD.
L6 GUTSHTes UL BT6v eTSHITUTTLIL 76.8 QI(HLBISEMTEGLD. 2019 1D
eMIg6L 2 6udmeNTallul ey dLIelHBHE &L lg (HDI) i L eieneruied
189 BIBHelled Qevmiend 72 DoIH QL HmHL CUBDBICTENSHI.

GHHIHTD  HwLSHH T4 eipHelled  BTD  HUewPHSH
SeV6vG ! HUMILGUTE FHBHTLILIMIBT DHBHIOTGWD. FIOHTEL 260860
® Wihsd OUIMmMTHTY eueNJ&FF  LBWID  QITDSHMS L L HOH
DML HFH QBRI  DmeHH — BTHBHEHD  (LPTEDIfemLOBHENETULD
S BBELBHENETUILD DIEHL_UITENTHI H6wTI([H 2_61TeeThJ M6NTRIGENETL LILIGTLIHH S
LIVLDIMUIH & QUITHEMTHTTSHNSHSH &L19Quwipr G SI6)[T &61T
DNITH  UGMTFFUIEDL [HHIOTEN6NT.  DIGUNTBTEN DT FTRISMISH6I 60
U F T BmRIsEHLET  CFweTBRISOB  ellGHHaHed  LDTBMHIGBENT
GMBULLTVID, BHIFhHIIoNe CHdFlul QUTHTHTTHNS 2 (HeuTdHEHaH 60
CareTenasuledmbs  ale0GH OBENLOMUIS HT6WT  (LPIQUITH].  LETTEVILD

QVBIMBHEG FHHHTD HeMLHH LeL eIHLBIGT GCF60sVID 6l
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Bmevadl b e D Fuimenijsmerlen CHemelbEhoHHTH 2 (HUTHBUILIL 19[HHH
Felpbd  HLLEMWLIML 2 L QUITHD  nHBISHBE  HTHIGH6IT
fhgdsalsomev.  CarFw  QUIHMTHTIHMSHD  SLIQLUIIPLILIFHD

CaTLTUTE QuUITgleuTen 2 L SILT{H E([HHHaI606M60.

&FHbHHTHHeN  Lledten] 1977 b eI U [T DL
L F QFUIsH DMHIH DTFTHIGHISEBD  6NGOITH  LOL L HIgH6IT60
Werumplw  oiflel®mebs  apBsomumuwiorsd ADIbhHH  BBeH G0
LgHeSBHMTGHD (Import Substitution). @evdhaHei DOIDFleHE DF&HHeT 1930
SUID YN [HHHI BTV HHINIDTHS HTewIlLl L pFAul - L fles
SITFBEIT QTENILTID 2 60F WHHHHen LIeTe] SbHhAHIID Hlenl_sHd HIei
OBHTLHHID Grewi(h HFTISHHIH6T QFeOVID M RbdH DLeNHHSD
apBeomUTWIHMBHOW  HWLLILNGHHEMT. 2 61T 2 BLIGHIUITETTHENET
GeuefiBT B BuT 19&HHeieniouleOhbadl  LITHIGTLLSBEHTE & LD6M6D
2 HUTHS BILIgsd LUNfIL&amigul SieneiiHenSud LUNflBHe0, BHILIged
2 BUSHFH OCFLWSSIQU OUTHLEMET 2 BUSHSH CFUISHD  LOBMID
DHBG FJHQUTO S LeneNF FLLMISB6T IOBWILD  Hipieuesr  F&luimest
aFSHBEpHLeTen  CuUTSl(enmenuwlds  SLQOWIIPLILSHD  BBEHEGLWS)
L6V 1960T 2 I H(HHHTHDH FnBeorid. @mH@EHg L6 1genn &1 Gl
MmBHOHTPL CHTEHH BBID CFemed MHIBICIGIBIGT L6V MHMIeULILIL L 6.
MWLM HHID CF alHoTs alenaibHHBaID, 2 wijauTer 2 BLSHH S
SHWedT LoBWID CUITMHENTHTT Flbdend ClHmeg HHHaI606M6E0 6T6ILIGHIHT6I
9 GIENID. UEITEVID DBMIED  DIHBIOTETIBENM  QUHLOTEID  LOBBILD
OpmPed 2 HAUTHEHHBEG HUTE  almHUlsd  DLTelHHenu

GLom OB TemTIg (HEHSHEVTLD.
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@Uene| &M CFaip  Ueien] @pé&Gogl  uHeSh  SiHe
6T6L6EM6VHEM6N &)l(6hdFUIenLOWITeL CUITHENTHTY FlFomiseT CHreislenr. 1970
- 1977 o) FlebaTe0H3560 QIeRILTaldhl HTeVHL L HHL ST T&FFuwns
Bevalll  SHHwmeudluis  Qurl serfledr S GUUTH,  ellenso@UIBBLD,
HeWIL QUflenF &6iT, 6T(PLISTLD SLEWIQ6N SYTIDLISHHD 2 [HeUTHUl 2 601
QurmenTHTILl LIF&FFlenenadei oB®ID GUBEBTEIW 6u6TdH  GHLOLILIGIGENT
BBID  geaFFAWHSMILD  BUTETBOUBNIET  D(IDHBHMIBEHL 6 DSBS
wHHuUleL CamuUD DIHBFHHMOWTED 61HHOUTH 6 (LOMIGHMISHHEVHETHLD
@606V BBEHGLFH LIHSL. B (WBenU! DS BAUSHMBE HTT60TLOTS
SIMDHSHSI-

1977 b eI BIhSeT 0FHfle) OCFulsh “gBBIodlenul
SlLenL wnesd  Gereni SidlelmdHs  apGeomumuid”  (Export Oriented
Development Strategy) @601 &lp 2 6] OQUTHEMTHTTHMNSH FIauBHa
LIGWIL MIG6IT  IOBE@ID  APVHF  FhedHdE  SHmbHIL LU L Sl.
QUTHEMTHTY, QUTHHS LOBBID (PHESL_ B L BLLTHHN6NT HdbHd DeLEVH
ROGUBHIH 2 6]  FhendHemuwl CeuelibTl B  Fheosll Cum19HE
HheH allB gnmIngd 2 BLUSHFH 2mHGaIILGH6T LPLD  eIHLOTEILD
LoBE@ID BTN 2 [HauTHHE GBMILAenUI DQUILIENL UITHdS C\ETemrL
epGeomuTwIS &6l GBTHBITS DMWHSHH. @ F60 eUHLMIG6T GlFe0aID
ey  leneNaldell  HUTFFWTE  SHHHEH.  (PHEOTD  QI[HL HH6D
LTSHAHTD QUTHeTTHTT euenT&FS 8% HHMBHDH HTEWIQUIFH. DLENTEVILD
@M 60 euBLMIS6T6T L6ien] (WHeoTD Fnl BHE eUHESHTLD.
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QurmentsTy  alfleurdsd  CFemeu  SHemmulled  OTEHHFELD
AL IOUBBHIL 6T, 2 _BUSHHH Hiempuled GBLL ell606meD.  HEmIL HT60
SibBuwl QFevmeusnil alhbHHHE GJHIQITE IeNHUTEL &L L mIDESHBLILIL L
gBmIHdH  mBHOHTHL  OHTGHFH 2 [HUTHals0me. Dbl
OFeumeauemtl eiHD OBHTLJHaH GOBIDLHHH. Oeualibrl (hd L 63561
OaTLTFFAwmes  sHsfHHen.  WewiBld SHEWLIL  umfs@lo  Curg
IIPUSTID  Yei(hdelled OGuUmD  eTHFumlyL 6 &L 1gGuIeprLIiii L

UL MBSHCHML60 CHTGHD SPHSH CUTUIBHSSHI-

CFuiul GeuemriQuigl 616016017

2019 ob ey memHuLHsH  CHIHedsd  HlewmCauBm
IFHBMIHMSH OCoueiiOBBhHEH BT U & CFUIHIB  FLOHTED
SIFFTRIBLD @BHGHIG UHeSHHemenll BGLTevEal gBmIng) 26mdh @]
AHW GgewiB cpGeomumumiseen gnl (h LINHEHS DHEWIEG(LPEHBENUL
6IDBE  (PEIIDUSHIHIOTONEH.  IDHDHM6EN  DIDWIDTHS — OlBmemiL
QUT®meMTHTILD”  6TemID  OHTNICGUTHET6L  (LpeiTemeBBIILIL L LUl
SMIGWPMB  BTLMLS SLQGWILILD &L gHaHlen CrTHE” 6lemid

OQsmeitenasll LgsLemd @eleumm Humflaaliur Heiengl.

“Qurmenm Ty 2_[flend QUITHILSHEHES 2 flHHTIBID, LOHHEMENT
emWI LGS S wigioren BhFwl QUITenTHTY CEBmeiTend 2am_THd ClETawIH
OFebgId BGuUTHI, BTLIQET 6GUENHRIGST WBEBID CUITHETTHIT ENLOWIKIGHENET
CeuefBTL Laujsensd alBumear OFuleudBGU LHeors BTl igGaGul
Crildm o sieny OpTPHL  WpwBHwmensenen  LIVUILIGSHSHID,
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sBBUTHIeTen I Fulehr S mMD Qb isiten CxFw  CUTEHETTSHTY
Osm6iTen®BOWITeiIenB  6TIDHGID 610G 6IHITHT0  FlbFH U6 [H&b LD

IBUBSHBHINECSH 6T10gH CHTHSHOTGD.” slenid GHMILLIL LI (HeTengI.

‘G gHFHei CpreHE” OsmeiTenaLl LT &L e H 60,
SL19QWIpUILSBEG (WPITGIOTHAWLILIL L eIeHHUTED LO&HEMENT eDLOUILDTSHS
CamemiL. GapFlw QUTHEMTHTIHBHE0 2 6T Devevdh CoHdlul Hlifey
dbhHBHIBImMID  CHHAT (PHHWSHHIOID ITulHdH 6L  EUIEVL|EH6T

ST ILIHE) 63TMB60T.

B 2 6t 2 BUSHHI OUTHMTHITHMS QUVILILIBHSH6V,
@BEGW0FH OFevenauds &L BLLIGGHHL OBBID JBBILDG  QIHLOT6E
ollpSSlemul gBLGSHSHE0

B Geoualprl (s SLIdBEHHGI LIGH60TH 2 61T6eIh] aI6THIGEN6I

SIQLILIHL WITHES CBTewIL gBmIng BBID @BHEGIH LFH6S! (h

o BusHHemen allfleurdad ClFUIgH60

B 2 el 2 Busbdl CFUIwLGEEmIQUI CUTHL &M 2_[BLIGS
QFu15H6

B 9B56ws UNL B mBHOHTIN60H6T DBBID
IBBILHEH MBHHOHTIH60 HHUI RreniBhHGHWD Reml_uled
CUT 19 HHTMIDHE  6)L6N G HEH60

B o5 OFneteuae], &I (BLOTEIHIGST LOBMID (LPHeSl (B
QUTUILILSH6MED 2 6eehJ OHTHL (PUIBSWITENTHEHEHE UTUILIL]

6)1PMhIGH6D
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GHHSI 31FBauH OBH{BHEHFTEMEVHET BFTIDHMBUID HBTHMSBUID ERen6Td S B

OBTECHTES Express ways make village and city closer
Vision of Freedom

B 9Bmiws GuTmTHTTSHSHed Cumiwg G 2 BuSHSHWTes TBHBIHD
B 2 owel uTHSTImL 2 BIF CFuIgHeD
B s Gamped (pubdlsmen 26 EellHgHe0

MEFU DOLDFlSHET LIVDITUIHSH DTFTEH 6U6NTHEH elbdH SHTevLILiGHullsd
Cardw GQuTmenTHTID et CHemeuOlleiiigdl LUBBUI 2 »FuITL 6560
BHVHHI0BTERIH @HIPDB ULNFHTD 0mIGeT E6MeUTml FnnsluleiTerTiy.

“@ma‘s@w@‘] aflowll  uBp  elNhG DbSHNaSHEG  OCHFluirg.

UMD 6Te0h& @(H ML Wb OFHFlulb. HImissT GeusiibThaeievmbal
QUTHL_BemeNds CEBT6ITEINE)| CFUIHTED 6IHIGETHEHE OLITHET &lenl_dbELD.
uenild GeeBTHHEHHGHF OFeLsVID. HTHIGG6T GCLITHL BN 2 BLIGH)
QFUIHTEL 6TRIBEHHE CUTHEHD E[HEBGLD. LIGHI(LPLD @@a’a@m.” 6160165

FamlUL|6TT6TT.

SlTBTeN  HMTCHTHHNID  DIHWT QLD WITHSH — ClBTeurL
ApGeomUTwImIBET  OHTLFUTHAID  61IDHGH 6N YBmevseT  LBM  CHlg

SATTUIISBGSGL CQUTHHSHLOTE HTEVD EGHI6U60606UT?
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"An Affluent Tomorrow and
Prosperous Motherland with
Challenges Overcome"

After 74 years: The Way Forward _

ri Lanka which gained freedom from colonial yoke in 1948,
Scelebrates the 74th Anniversary of its Independence at a
time when the entire humanity is squeezed by the disastrous
consequences of a global pandemic that occurs once in about
hundred years and that has engulfed the country and the whole
world in varying degrees.

Bewes e
GHHSHT CHTeneCHTEE
Vision of Freedom

The New Corona Virus or SARS/CoV2 that emerged at the
end of 2019 and was later named COVID-19 by the World Health
Organization (WHO) spread to 216 countries and territories within
months. Millions and millions of people got infected. The death toll
has passed five million by this moment. New variants of the virus
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are spreading throughout the globe. Even the top most expert of
virology is not in a position to forecast conclusively what would
happen tomorrow.

New Corona Pandemic is a catastrophe that has gone beyond
an ordinary health issue. When compared to the previous global
pandemic - Spanish Flu (H1N1)- the number of infected persons
from and the death toll of COVID-19 is still considerably behind the
pandemic of 1918. However, in the current extremely globalized world
context, it has obviously surpassed the limits of a general health issue
by causing negative economic, political and social consequences
exceeding ill-effects of the Spanish Flu.

It is felt that the momentum of the global economy has come to
a standstill as the COVID-19 cases are surging throughout the world. The
economies of countries belonging to upper, middle- and lower-income
levels started to contract as never before in the recent history. So much
so that the Economic Outlook released by the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) in June 2020 stated that the Global Economic Growth Rate
would be -4.9% in the corresponding year. The global GDP in 2020
was USS 84.54 trillion. A 4.5% decline of that amount would result in
a loss of USS$ 2.96 trillion in the world economic output. According to
World Bank estimates, the world economy shrank by 5.2% in 2020. The
International Labour Organization (ILO) estimated that 305 million jobs
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were lost throughout the world including in the high rich countries in
2020. According to ILO statistics, half of the working population in the
world is engaged in non-formal sectors. Six out of ten are non-formal
workers. Sri Lanka is no exception. They are the worst affected by the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The global supply chain was severely disrupted. The World Trade
Organization (WTO) estimated that the global trade shrunk by 32% in
2020. At the same time, United Nations World Food Programme (WFP)
forecast that the entire world would be prone to an imminent famine
as a result of disruption in food supply chain caused by the decrease in
agricultural production both large and small scale. Growing scarcity of
goods and services, rising inflation, energy shortages, and deepening
foreign debt crisis in developing countries witnessed by the dawn of
2022 stand testimony to these forcasts.

The COVID-19 pandemic caused a grave impact on the Sri Lankan
economy and its society. Thus, the country recorded a -1.5% economic
growth in the 3Q of 2021. This figure alone is suffice to demonstrate the
magnitude of negative effects on the economy and the life style of the
people. However, the Government has planned to convert this negative
economic growth rate into a positive one of 5.5% at the end of 2022.
The pandemic not only contracted the production in the country but
also drastically reduced all major foreign exchange earnings or blocked
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them in deferent degrees. The prevailing foreign reserve crisis created by
the structural weaknesses inherent to the economic model we followed
since Independence, was aggravated by COVID-19 pandemic. The
incumbent government which assumed power in 2019, was compelled
to put off many of its planned development projects as it had to give
priority to control the deadly virus, look after the sick and provide
relief to the affected. Even the completed work and their benefits were
overshadowed by the dark clouds of the pandemic.

The saying goes that“there is light at the end of the tunnel”. In this
moment, while celebrating the Independence won 74 years ago, amid
economic hardships, political polemics and social agitations caused by
the pandemic, we should make it a point to question again not only
the socio-economic model Sri Lanka has adopted, political institutions,
current global order but also the individual and social relations. The
human society rarely gets an opportunity of this nature to overview the
path so far walked along as well as to choose the correct path ahead for
a better future.

Political turmoil and revolutions, heightening rivalry among
powerful nations to redivide the world, global scale wars, economic
decline in the inter war period, and the Great Depression of 1929/ 30,
seen during the first half of the 20th century created such an opportunity.
A broad discourse on the rationale behind economic and political path
hither to treaded by the humanity began. Many different opinions were
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expressed. The whole discourse was centered on the question whether
market forces should be allowed to control the human society. These
debates resulted in the emergence of Keynesian model that advocated
state intervention in the economy in order to increase production and
employment and to address income distribution inequalities. It gave
birth to state welfare policies and New Deal Reforms in the United States
and Europe. As such we should not let this rare opportunity created
by the Corona pandemic, to go waste so that we can make use of it to
rethink as to what is the most appropriate socio-economic model for us
to follow in future.

On the invitation of the then Government, a delegation of
the International Labour Organization (ILO) led by the well known
development economist Professor Dudley Seers, arrived in the Island
in early 1971 to study the unemployment issue in Sri Lanka and make
recommendations for solution. The delegation in their report“ Matching
Employment Opportunities and Expectations” mentioning the favorable
aspects of Sri Lanka such as the fertile soil, abundance of rainfall, forests,
the sea rich with aquatic resources, pearls gems and other minerals, the
trainable work force with high level of education, highway and railway
network and highly developed culture, questions at the very begining
"how did so many formidable challenges crop up in a country gifted
with so much resources and facilities”. We as a nation grappling with
numerous problems intensified by the Covid 19 should raise the same
question again in the midst of Independence day celebrations.
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The path we walked

The coastal area of our country was controlled by the Portuguese,
the Dutch and the British colonial rulers for 309 years from 1506 to 1815.
The British ruled the entire Island for 133 years from 1815 to 1948. We
were tight in the grip of colonial rule for a total period of 442 years.
“Freedom is the breath of life; it is never dear at any price” Mahatma
Gandhi once said. There is no argument that the greatest tragedy that
can befall any nation is to lose its sovereignty. The history is replete
with evidences to prove that the absolute enemy of development and
democracy is dependency.

Japan which has never been a colony became one of the leading
modern states in the world today emulating the Western development
model. It was reduced to rubbles during the World War Il but using
the foundation laid during the reigns of Tokugava and Meiji dynasties,
reemerged to become the second largest economy in the world by
1990. Egypt, with equal or more potentiality though wanted to rise as
a modern state, missed the opportunity after falling into the hands of
imperialism.

SriLankatooended upinasimilar destiny. We lost the opportunity
to choose our own political and economic model and to make it a reality
in order to ensure an independent development. Two major factors were
instrumental in gaining independence in 1948.
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1. The elite class and the left-wing forces including different
groups of activists launched a struggle against imperialism in
parallel to the struggle carried out by the people in other colonies.
vl Colonial rulers had realized by that time they could not
maintain the system built upon invasion, violence and fraud any
further.

Imperialism in not a one way phenomenon. Imperialists installed
infrastructure and logistics in their colonies to exploit the resources
belonging to the later. As a result, we received a number of benefits.
Some among them are the democratic system of Government, universal
franchise, Judicial and education systems, road and railway network
and the opportunity to be linked with modernism. The British departed
in 1948 leaving behind a non-diversified, non-dynamic dual economy
structured for the exploitation of resources of the country and an
ensuing dual society. The modern sector was made of the plantation
industry comprising three major crops, enjoying the facilities of banking,
insurance, transport, and communication services while the traditional
sector depended on the subsistence agriculture and livelihoods using
traditional crafts. The upper class that comprised the modern sector
accepted the superiority of colonial masters and followed their vision
and the lifestyle. The majority of the ordinary population led a harsh
and difficult life. They were poverty stricken and debt ridden. These
communities who spoke either Sinhala or Tamil only were marginalized
from decision making process.
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Even in 1936, a year not far from the day of independence,
country’s infant mortality rate remained at a level as high as 136 per
1000 live births. This alone would demonstrate what sort of unfair and
discriminated society was passed on to us by the colonial rulers. There is
no doubt that the wining of political freedom is a colossal achievement.
All those who gave leadership to that noble task and made contributions
deserve honor and respect. But the severe problems being faced by the
nation today well illustrate that the opportunity we had to build a social,
economic and political model of our choice that meets our needs and
aspirations has tragically slipped off from our hands.

The achievements realized under all the governments that ruled
this country in the past 74 years after gaining political freedom are
remarkable. When compared to many other countries that obtained
independence from the colonial rule, scale of the social development we
have achieved is closer to the social development levels reached by the
developed nations. The network of democratic institutions including the
mandatory power of universal franchise to change governments, free
education and free health care systems, development and expansion
of education and health care, social welfare measures and the status of
women in society are distinctive. The mortality rate that exhibits several
major facets of social development of any country, has dropped to
eight per 1000 live births by 2019. People’s literacy rate is 92.5%. The life
expectancy at birth is 76.8 years. Sri Lanka ranked at 72nd place out of
189 nations in the World Human Development Index (HDI) in 2019.
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Many are the blunders we made wittingly or unwittingly during
the last 74 years after independence. All the countries in the world
that have reached a higher level of socio-economic development have
identified their priorities and potential beforehand, and built a sound
production economy by using local resources. Though the modus
operandi of different governments of such states changed with the
shifting of power from one party to another none of them seemed to
circumvent the state policy of building a national economy. But for years
since the independence, we did not even think of a radical departure
from the socio-economic model established by the colonial rulers for
their own interests. There was no consensus on building a national
economy.

The development strategy that was adopted in different
degrees by every Government that ruled this country until 1977 from
Independence was Import Substitution. This strategy was followed
by Latin American States since 1930, and former colonies in Asia and
Africa used this strategy for nearly two decades since the beginning
of the decolonization process at the end of World War Il. The core
of Import Substitution can be described as implementing a system
with establishing facilities and necessary legal foundation to help
manufacture goods that could be produced within the country, cultivate
all the crops that could be grown in the country by preparing conducive
environment to protect the local producers from global competition.
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A national industrial network and a series of service institutions
were established under Import Substitution. It was true that all such
entities were not equally efficient, productive and economical. But the
majority of them could have been developed as economically viable
entities to generate growth, revenue and employment.

After some time, economic difficulties surfaced as the Import
Substitution reached its limits. The growing public discontentment
caused by continues shortage of essential goods in the second half of
1970-1977 administration, economic recession in much of the Western
world that put an end to post-World War Il economic expansion, the first
oil crisis, rising black market prices, and bureaucratic blunders was used
as the justification to abandon Import substitution without any analysis
of real reasons.

Under the “Export Oriented Development Strategy” we chose
in 1977, the local economy was opened to the international goods
and capital market. The prime objective of the “Export Oriented
Development Strategy” was to generate income and employment by
export promotion through opening the local market to international
competition. Economic, trade and investment restrictions were either
lifted or relaxed to facilitate the process.The results were attractive during
initial years. The economic growth rate exceeded 8% in the first year. But
we were back to square number one after a few years. The economic
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expansion occurred not in the production sector but in the service
sector. A sustainable industrial foundation with long term potential
to earn foreign exchange could not be developed. The exchange rate
continuously depreciated. Foreign debt burden constantly increased. At
the end of the day, the infant industrial sector we started to build with
great ambitions in the 60s and 70s had collapsed.

What is to be done?

The present Government which undertook to rule the country by
wining executive power in the Presidential Election of 2019 put forward
a different development agenda-a mixture of the two strategies-import
substitution and export promotion. The policy frame work named
“Vistas of Prosperity and Spledour” summarized its policy under the title
“People Centric Economy’, in following words:

“Our aim is to develop a national economic policy for the benefit
of the present and future generations whereby the people will be
the owners of the country’s economic resources, local enterprise
will be strengthened and vital national assets would not be sold to
foreigners”.

There are several distinctive features that highlight the
nationalistic nature of he People Centric Economy proposed to be built
by the policy document “Vistas of Prosperity and Spledour”.
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B Encourage the local production economy, control import “I do not know much about the tariff. But | do know this much - when we
expenditure and increase export earnings. buy manufactured goods abroad, we get the goods and the foreigners
get the money. When we buy the manufactured goods at home, we get

m Instead of foreign borrowings, broaden the export and Import Bk I Edbcs and the money”

substitute production.

B Tolocally produce whatever goods that are possible to produce Isn't this the most appropriate moment to reason out whether

locally. such a strategy based on such a vision is most apt for us.

B Letimport substitution industry and export industry compete
with each other.

B Toopen state procurement, construction and investment
opportunities to local entrepreneurs.

m  Convert export goods into value added products.
M Toensure food security.

B Promotion of social entrepreneurship.

Inthe era when there was a live debate in comparatively advanced
countries over the choice of protectionism or free trade, highlighting the
necessity of building a national economy, President Abraham Lincoln
responded in this manner:
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